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The emergence of competitive markets, coupled with significant environmental benefits,
will create a period of tremendous opportunity and enhanced value for commercial
nuclear power plants, both existing plants and those on the immediate horizon.  The
challenge for nuclear plant owners and operators is to reduce costs and improve
performance in order to improve the plant’s net earnings stream and remain competitive
with other forms of generation.

In his remarks, Dr. Pryor will examine the excellent performance of nuclear plants
worldwide and look at the significant value yet to be captured from existing plants.
Continued capacity factor improvement driven primarily by shorter outages will help, but
new business practices will be needed in the future to achieve competitive production
costs of around 1cent/kwh at the bus bar.  Dr. Pryor will explore innovative approaches
to resource sharing and integration that already are paying dividends worldwide.

Beyond this immediate need for greater cooperative efforts is the necessity of longer-
range strategies implementing advanced technologies in new plant designs.  Although
energy demand and environmental benefits are driving renewed interest in nuclear
power, the cost challenge for new plants remains significant.  Dr. Pryor will discuss the
cost challenge, new designs that are available to meet market demand, and the role of
utility/supplier partnerships in current and future new plant projects.


